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OBLIGATION OF THE EMPIRE

DEL1GATES LETTER'S :    NO OPPOSITION TO COLONISTS '

In spite of various checks adopted in the press, there was
a spelling mistake in deligales, an unfortunate thing. We should
not judge journalistic efficiency by the twentieth century standard.
But still the insertion of * breakfast' in a double column headline
should sound atrocious now-a-days.
Sometimes Gandhiji had to get into dangerous journalistic pit-
falls known as "printer's devil." One such interesting episode
was narrated by Mr. Henry S. L. Polak. Paul Kruger, Ex-President
of the South African Republic, died in July, 1904 while in exile in
Europe. His mortal remains were to be buried at Pretoria, Africa.
Mr. Polak was to cover the funeral proceedings. He was a
fastidious journalist and did not like errors in the Indian Opinion.
As such he asked Gandhiji to see the proof himself before it was
printed. Mr. Polafc's opening sentence was "He is dead and
buried". But the Indian Opinion published, "He is dead and
burnt". Mr. Polak was shocked and annoyed and wrote to
Gandhiji immediately lest the mistake might create misunder-
standing among the orthodox Boers. Gandhiji, however, explained
that the word 6 burnt' seemed natural to him, a Hindu, whose
dead were habitually cremated.
No wonder, Gandhiji was, in his letter of March, 1907, advising
Shri Chhaganlal: " While reading the proofs, compare them
with the original book. Do not depend for spelling, etc., on the
copy sent by me. Please send me the proofs before printing,
Printing has to be done after deciding about the format, etc., of the
book. And I believe it is desirable to print off after composing
as much material as we have types for. Types necessary for job
work, etc., should be kept apart.**
Not only "printer's devil/' the enthusiastic journalist had
had other troubles as well. In one of his lectures on Hindu
Religion at Johannesburg, Gandhiji referred to the spread of
Islam and said that the majority of converts came from the lower
classes. It created a stir among the local Muslims and many letters
of protest were sent to the editor of Indian Opinion. He had to
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